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What are your friends and neighbors saying about the pool project?
“We don’t use the pool but we feel it is an asset to the community and needs upgraded.  In order to help our community remain viable and progressive it is a necessary attraction.”

“I think this is a great project.  We would definitely use more often with a zero depth entry pool.  With little kids it is too hard to be in the baby pool with one and have other children who can’t swim well in the deeper pool.”

“I definitely support a pool project for Lake City.  A pool is a vital component of economic development, because it will attract and retain young families in Lake City.”

“We need a good pool to provide summer activity opportunities and recreation for the kids.”

“We need to keep a great pool for our youth!”

“The pool has always been an important part of this community.  Our community has always pulled together in the time of need and I hope we can do this once again as I think we do need a pool!”

“Our kids and grandkids have spent a lot of time at the pool.  It is necessary to have as many of the features above that the public can support.  It’s great for our town as well as our kids.”

“We do not have little children any more – but hope to have grandchildren someday, and feel a pool is very important for Lake City!  Let’s get this going!”

“Very important for the disabled to be able to use the pool.”

“For community and citizens to maintain progress and retain census as well as businesses to maintain customer base and growth, it is very important to keep entertainment venues as updated and well-maintained as possible.”
“Even though we are older and don’t use the pool, I feel the pool is an essential part of the town.  I enjoyed the pool when I grew up here.”

“I feel that a new pool is very important.  It will keep families here in town and draw out of town kids better.  Also very important for handicapped people that are unable to get into our pool now!”

“Having a pool in Lake City has been a great thing for our family and our daughter has loved working there the past three summers.”

“I think the pool is critical to our community.”

“Would love to be able to support a pool in Lake City and would go to a lot more often if it had amenities other area pools had!”

“We want to be proud of providing a useful pool that will be both good for exercise and for fun.”

“I don’t and wouldn’t use the pool but I do feel it’s a necessity for our town.  Many people do use it, not only from Lake City but other towns.  I say go for it!!”
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Frequently Asked Questions

Q:
Why isn’t the City of Lake City pursuing a bond issuance to finance a portion of the pool’s construction?
A:
The City Council has made a commitment to the ongoing, extensive street improvement projects using revenues from a bond issuance.  Resources required to complete the street project have maximized the City’s bonding capacity – meaning there are very few dollars available under bond issuance guidelines.  The City Council has committed to supporting the pool project through a recent pledge of Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) revenues.   The City will contribute 75% of annual LOST revenues up to a maximum of $100,000 per year for the next three years, for an estimated total of $300,000.
Q:
How many people actually use the pool during the summer season?

A:
Over the course of the summer season, an estimated 4,000-4,500 patrons use the pool during regular operating hours.  In addition, our lifeguards provide swimming lessons to approximately 40 area children.  The 80 member Southern Cal Swim Team also uses the pool for daily practices and home swim meets.  Over the course of their season, the team uses the pool no less than 1,600 times.  In addition, they host approximately 350 swimmers from other area communities, along with their families and other fans, during home swim meets.  Their image of Lake City is impacted by the facility that they use while in our community.
Q:
Are we pursuing grant dollars to help fund the new pool?

A:
Yes, grant dollars will definitely be pursued as we progress through the capital campaign.  Grants are a great source of “gap” financing and typically cannot be obtained until a substantial portion of the total funds have been secured and we are within one year of the project’s completion.  Therefore, we will be applying for grants during the latter part of our campaign.
Q:
When will the pool project be complete?

A:
The project’s timing is largely dependent on the success of our fundraising campaign.  If initial financial support is strong, it will enable us to move on to the construction phase of the project more quickly.  Under the most optimistic assumptions, we will be using our current facility for no less than one more season.  Using the steering committee’s three year pledge model, it is likely that the currently facility will be used for up to three more seasons.
Q:
I don’t use the pool.  Why should I support this project?

A:
Perhaps you may never use the pool.  However, over the decades to come there will be thousands of your friends, neighbors, fellow community members, and extended family that will enjoy using this facility.  The pride that we all have as residents and friends of this community and desire to see it continue to thrive is largely dependent on attracting and retaining residents and visitors.  Updating recreation venues is one way to ensure this occurs.
Q:
I’d like to transfer stock as my contribution to the fundraising campaign.  How can I do this?

A:
Please contact Kimberly Kelly, City Administrator, at (712) 464-3111, and she can guide you through this simple process.
